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DRESDEN


You may recall that I published an article in J&T No.144 and then a response from one of 
our readers (J&T No.147). Well, since then I have been leant a book: Bomber Harris, His 
Life and Times by Henry Probert (Greenhill Books 2003). Air Commodore Henry Probert 

was educated at Cheadle Hulme School and Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, where he read 
History. He served for 30 years in the RAF Education Branch, becoming its director and spent 11 
years as Head of the Air Historical Branch. He is one of the founders of the RAF Historical 
Society. 


This book I thought should give me the definitive history but alas the story is so involved it is 
hopeless to find black and white answers. There is no doubt that the prime mover for the raid 
was Churchill, with the Yalta Conference in mind. The Russians had asked their allies to prevent 
the eastern front from being reinforced. This involved targeting Chemnitz, Leipzig, Dresden and 
Berlin but the Airforce were doubtful about Dresden as it was a long way and they possessed 
little intelligence. To complicate matters, there was a disagreement between Lords Tedder and 
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Portal on the one hand and Harris on the other. Harris was determined to bomb cities whereas 
the Chief of Air Staff and Air Vice Marshall (Deputy Supreme Commander) wanted to 
concentrate on oil supply.


Both before and after Dresden (13th February 1945) Area Night Bombing sharply divided 
opinion. Much of the argument centred around morale and it was felt that German morale had 
failed to be dented by the bombing, after all the Blitz had the opposite effect on the British. 
Probert has unearthed histories written by two German writers which show that to start with, the 
Germans felt the same as us about being bombed but as the war dragged on, their morale began 
to weaken and after Dresden it signalled the end for many. Mostly, this defeatism didn’t show as 
everyone was afraid of what action the Gestapo might take.


Finally, we come to the vexed question of why Bomber Command, and Harris in particular, did 
not receive the accolades that the other armed services received. According to Probert this was in 
part due to the lack of pushiness by the Airforce compared to the Navy and Army. But it is also 
true that Churchill realised that long-term the enemy would be Russia not Germany. He was 

even prepared to rearm some German divisions 
if the Russians did not stop at Berlin as agreed. 
He therefore felt it was politic at the time not to 
upset the Germans by glorifying the bombers.


Dresden, the ‘Florence of the Elbe’ was rebuilt 
as a soulless modern city after the war and then 
with revamped historic buildings in the 1990s. 
Die Gläserne Manufaktur, VW’s glass factory is 
shown left and the Stahlhof (stables originally 
associated with jousting) on page 1. Dresden 
now attracts 10 million visitors a year.


SCURVY


In J&T No.149 I mentioned the Navy tackling the curse of scurvy. What is not generally 
known is that scurvy (caused by vitamin C 
deficiency) was widespread among landlubbers as 

well. I came across this nugget in John Lewis Stempel’s 
new book A Natural History of England (Penguin Random 
House 2024). The Times refers to John as Britain’s finest 
living nature writer with which I would agree, although I 
would also include Richard Mabey - but I digress. In the 
book, John is talking about the Essex bank of the Thames 
Estuary which is the natural habitat of the brassica 
Cochlearia officinalis (right), commonly known as 
scurvy grass. This was sold by street hawkers in London 
with the cry Hay’n Wood to cleave, Will you buy any scurvy 
Grasse? It could be taken as a vegetable or a brewed tonic 
but tasted bitter. It was not until Victorian times that the 
switch was made to citrus fruit. John points out that 
officinalis in a plant name refers to its approval by 
herbalists.
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IN THE PINK


Kasia St Clair’s book The Secret Lives of Colour (John Murray 2018) is great to dip into. In 
one section she relates the story of Daisy Fellowes (left), only daughter of the sewing-
machine heiress Isabelle-Blanche Singer. In the 1920s and 1930s she was notorious for her 

high profile affairs and parties 
to which she invited pairs of 
mortal enemies.


One of her vices was shopping. 
She was entranced by an ex-
Russian 17.47 carat diamond in 
Cartier’s known as the Tête de 
Bélier (Ram’s Head). She wore 
it when visiting her favourite 
couturier, Elsa Schiaparelli. 
Elsa and Daisy were the only 

two women that dared to wear the surrealist Shoe Hat designed 
by Schiaparelli and Salvador Dali. Elsa was bowled over by the 
diamond’s pink colour and  incorporated it into the packaging of 
her first perfume, modelled on the torso of Mae West and named 
Shocking. The colour has never looked back. One of Elsa’s 
Shocking Pink designs is shown right.

 

TRAGEDY = STABILITY?


This article appeared in The Knowledge (newsletters@theknowledge.com). As it is a good 
example of learning the lessons of History and both Max Hastings and John Keegan are 
very reliable historians, I thought it worthwhile passing it on:


Throughout history, victors have repeatedly ‘exploited battlefield success to impose territorial 
changes and population shifts’, says Max Hastings in The Times. Alsace and Lorraine spent 
centuries changing hands between the French and Germans, depending on the outcome of the 
latest war. The Russian enclave of Kaliningrad, once East Prussian Königsberg, was seized by 
Stalin with no more justification than that he could. And after World War Two, the Russians 
drove 14 million Germans out of Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia, of whom half a million 
died on their journey west. Tales of those evicted are harrowing, but as historian John Keegan 
once told me: “Say what you like about the cruelty of those expulsions, they resolved an issue 
that had dogged European politics for centuries – that of German minorities in the east.”


I thought of this last week, when the editor of the liberal Israeli newspaper Haaretz wrote that 
the goal of Benjamin Netanyahu’s government was to ‘create a Jewish state from the river 
[Jordan] to the sea’. I believe Israel’s government will, sooner or later, annex the West Bank, 
because it has the military power to do so and the Palestinians lack powerful allies abroad, even 
in the Arab world. And because, 50 years ago, I heard Netanyahu say that in Israel’s next war it 
should “seek to get every Arab out of the West Bank”. What few in the West are willing to 
acknowledge is that it’s possible – “not probable, but possible” – that this “could ultimately 
stabilise the region”, albeit at frightful human cost, as the German expulsions did in 1945. If 
Israel decides to exploit its military dominance to “enlarge its territory and rid itself of proximate 
enemies”, it will follow centuries of precedents in which “justice has seldom, if ever, been a 
factor”.


mailto:newsletters@theknowledge.com
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Ed: This reminded me of 
A l a s t a i r C o o k e w h o 
r e f e r e n c e d t h e c r u e l 
Highland Clearances when 
crofters were evicted in 
favour of sheep and had to 
emigrate or starve. Taking 
their farming skills to North 
America saved Europe that 
otherwise would have not 
had sufficient grain to feed 
its burgeoning population. 
Pic is of the Baltic Oblast of 
Kaliningrad (originally 
Königsberg) - another 
potential flashpoint?


I WAS THERE


Following the article on the Mayflower in J&T No.149, Robin wrote to me about his research 
into his seven times great-grandfather, Harmon Garrett, who emigrated to New England in 
the seventeenth century. Here are some extracts:


Harmon, probably born in 1607, was a gunsmith in Halesworth, Suffolk. He married a Susan 
Tofts (Toft is an old word for a homestead) from Belstead near Ipswich and their 4 children were 
baptised at Wickham Market. The youngest, John, was baptised in 1636 and it was shortly after 
this, with civil war looming, that Harmon joined other Suffolk people and left for the New World 
under the leadership of Rev. Nathanial Rogers. There is no record of the family accompanying 
him.


It is estimated by historian David Hey that some 69,000 people sailed to America in the 1630s, 
around 21,000 of them settling in New England. Unfortunately, no detailed records were kept 
either in England or America. In 1630, the population of New England was thought to be about 
1,300 but by 1640 it had risen to 13,500. According to historian David Cressy, it cost about £5 for 
the voyage but around £100 to establish respectable yeoman status in the New World. 
Interestingly, Religion although important was not the prime motivator. 

Harmon became, apparently, a highly skilled and successful businessman, who played a 
prominent part in the affairs of Charlestown, but he moved on after selling his premises to his 
apprentice in 1641 and became one of the 
founders of Lancaster in 1653. There is a record 
of a contract between Harmon and blacksmith 
John Edwards: to instruct him in the art of a 
gunsmith according to the best of his skill within the 
space of the year next ensuing and that the Said John 
shall have the one halfe of the profitts of his owne 
worke in that art during the Said terme and for this 
he is to pay the said Harmon five pounds and ten 
shillings within three months next ensuing, the date 
hereof dated 17.7.1640. And after the said terme the 
said John is not to sett up the said trade in 
Charlestowne aforesaid unless he buy the house of Charlestown Massachusetts,now Boston’s oldest neighbourhood5
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the said Harmon for such reasonable price as shall be agreed 
on by four men indifferently to be chosen between them and 
then the said Harman is to departe from the said town.


Apparently, it was the custom among the indigenous 
people who were friendly with the New England 
settlers to adopt the name of someone whom they 
respected. This explains the opening words of a land 
grant drawn up by a Native American: Know all men by 
these presents that I, Cashawashet, alias Harmon Garrett 
Sachem of part of Narragunsett County and now by the 
Commissioners appointed Governor of the Pequotts of 
Paynatuck, ..Harmon is also mentioned in a deed dated 
1660 that refers to: A parcel of land in Boston, New 
England … together with the house, cellar and shop formerly 
in the occupation of Harmon Garrett, gunsmith.  


The motives which drove Harmon Garrett to seek his 
fortune were probably mixed. There is evidence that 
religion was important to him - in the lawsuit 

described above it is mentioned that one of his 
supporters was a man of the church; in his will he 
leaves his precious possession, his Foxe's Book of 

Martyrs, to his wife. Life was tough though, and he showed no sentimentality in his dealings 
with his fellow men, as can be deduced by the legal contract, lawsuit and debt collection in which 
he was involved. Equally in his endeavours to settle he showed himself to be a man of versatility 
and courage, not least in his decision to return to England when the venture apparently failed. 


Harmon left New England and returned to Wickham Market as we know that he was employed 
on the restoration of the church bells in Wickham Market in 1655: To Harmon Garrett for ironwork 
done to the bells - 6s 0d. It might seem odd to our eyes that he returned to Suffolk but, as David 
Hey says, ‘The vast majority of English people in the seventeenth 
century remained indifferent to colonial America and most of those 
who emigrated to the New World settled in colonies to the south. 
Moreover, hundreds of the emigrants to New England in the 1630s 
eventually returned home. Sadly however, Harmon did not live long 
after returning to Suffolk for he was buried at Wickham Market on 
23rd February 1656, four years before Charles II regained the throne.


CORDWAINER7


Although it sounds like something from Rambling Syd Rumpo 
(Kenneth Williams in BBC Radio’s 1960s Beyond Our Ken), the 
name actually came from Cordoba where leatherworkers 

dressed Musoli goatskin with alum to produce fine cordwain leather. In 
the City of London, the Cordwainers Company dates from 1272, 
obtained its charter in 1439 and received a grant of arms officially in 
1579. Eventually the term was restricted to fine shoemakers. John 
Smith (1580 - 1631, saved by Pocahontas) gave the company a copy of 

1649 petition by Harmon Garrett for Old Jethro's land along 
the Elizabeth River near what is Maynard Massachusetts.6
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his History of Virginia after having received goods sent to Virginia by the Cordwainers. Their site 
is now part of the garden of St Paul’s churchyard on which they had built five halls, one being 
destroyed in the Great Fire and the last in the Blitz. In 1887 the Leather Trades School was set up 
in Bethnal Green and in 1913 the Cordwainer’s College in Hackney. In the City there is a 
Cordwainer Ward where leatherworkers congregated. The statue8, now in Watling Street, was 
erected to mark the 100th birthday of the Ward of Cordwainer Club.


HOP-TU-NAA9


Although at first glance Hop-tu-Naa and Halloween look very similar, occurring on the 
same date each year with traditions stemming from Samhain (pronounced sow-in and 
mean’t summer’s end), they are in fact two separate and unconnected celebrations. The 

name Hop-tu-Naa comes from the Manx Gaelic term Shoh ta’n Oie, which translates as ‘This is the 
night’. The Manx people are a unique ethnic group who originate from the Isle of Man. Their 
heritages and traditions have Norse-Gaelic influences as well as English and they even have a 
unique language known as Manx Gaelic. The festival originally marked the eve of the Celtic New 
Year known as Oie Houney or Hollantide. This association with New Year’s Eve has made some 
make the connection between Hop-tu-Naa and the Scottish celebration of Hogmanay.


Singing and dancing are a key part of Hop-tu-Naa celebrations, with many traditional songs 
associated with the festival. Often children learn the songs and recite them to their neighbours, 
singing at their doorstep. One of the most popular songs is called the Hop-tu-Naa song, which 
also has an accompanying dance. The dance is a simple procession of pairs of dancers that 
involves a step known as the Manx Reel Step. Along with this move, couples also hold hands to 
form arches.


When the Irish immigrants arrived in America during the 19th century, they brought with them 
many of their Halloween traditions. One of which included the carving of faces into turnips, 
known as Jack o'lanterns. However, turnips were not in abundant supply in the States and so the 
root vegetable was substituted with the native pumpkin. Back on the Isle of Man, turnips remain 
the veg of choice for Hop-tu-Naa. Faces, along with other designs including witches, are carved 
into turnips, after which a candle is placed inside the vegetable to create a lantern known as a 
‘moot’.


Hop-tu-Naa also shares the custom of trick-or-treating 
but with a slight twist. Traditionally, children sang at the 
doors of their neighbours in the hope of being rewarded 
with a variety of things from coins or money to bread 
(known as bonnag), potatoes and even herring! 
Nowadays the children are rewarded with more modern 
sugary treats and luckily the tradition of battering the 
door of a stingy household with a turnip stump (or a 
cabbage on a stick) has died out.
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